
As a city that also doubles as the Nation’s 
Capital, people sometimes forget that 
Ottawa is comprised of many unique 
and distinct neighbourhoods, with his-
tories and identities that extend far 
beyond Parliament Hill. Westboro is 
one of those unique neighbourhoods.

With a local history dating as far back 
at the 19th century, Westboro has grown 
and flourished significantly in recent years. 
If you were to Google Street View Rich-
mond Road between Island Park Drive and 
Golden Avenue in the 1860’s, you would 
see a billowing trail of dust left by farmers 
dragging saplings along an unpaved road. 

Jump ahead to the 1960s and witness the 
progress—paved streets and sidewalks, an 
active residential community and several lo-
cal businesses, including a hardware store, a 
bowling alley, a smoke shop and a salon. 

Today, if you set foot, set up shop or put 
down roots in Westboro, you are lucky 
enough to be in one of Ottawa’s most desir-
able enclaves. In the wake of its humble yet 
charming past lies a future that is bright and 
boundless. With close to 200 shops, restau-

rants, and professional and personal services, 
the promise and vitality of Westboro has not 
been lost on local builders and developers. At 
present there are a total of six multi-million 
dollar residential and retail mix projects re-
cently completed, being built or soon-to-be 
built in Westboro. They include UpperWest 
(Minto and Canderel Residential), Ravenhill 
Common (Springcress), Q West and 111 
West (Ashcroft Homes), Westboro Connec-
tion (Bridgeport Realty) and 236 Richmond 
Road (Main and Main Developments).

Ease of walkability, a colourful farmers’ 
market, excellent schools and a dynamic 
Mainstreet are just a few of the reasons why 
many consider Westboro to be an immense-
ly livable neighbourhood. It is also home to 
several beloved community organizations, 
including the lauded Dovercourt Commu-
nity Recreation Centre, the active Churchill 
Seniors’ Centre and the revered Royal Cana-
dian Legion. Add to the mix, the culturally-
rich Festival House and Bluesfest School of 
Music and Art, and you have a lively, vibrant 
sense of community at every corner.

On any given day, you will find the side-

walks of this urban village teeming with a 
pleasing mix of people and pets—stay-at-
home Dads with their kids sampling the 
latest toys at Mrs. Tiggy Winkle’s, Nor-
dic-walking seniors breaking for coffee at 
Bridgehead, Labrador Retrievers lapping 
from lovingly-placed bowls of water out-
side the Clocktower Pub. 

Attractive neighbourhoods don’t just look 
good—they feel good. As you stroll the 
sidewalks, you sense the history -- you feel 
safe -- you delight in what surrounds you. 

This is today’s Westboro. And it feels great.

From logging to lattes 
The storied past and exciting future of Westboro

“Activity stirs in every limb; hurry and bustle  
meet you at every step… a new life has been born

—new blood infused in its veins.”

ADVERTORIAL

–Excerpt from a 1913 promotional piece extolling the virtues of growing Westboro


